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EVST COURSE IN LOUISIANA TO STUDY KATRINA
MISSOULA -
This w intersession, The U niversity o f M on tan a’s environm ental studies departm ent will 
offer students a unique opportunity to visit Louisiana and explore the factors that resulted in 
Hurricane K atrina and w hat their effects are — particu larly  the racial and class divisions exposed 
by the dam age and response.
“K atrina — The M aking and ‘U nm aking’ o f  a  D isaster” was organized by environm ental 
studies A ssistant Professor Robin Saha and EV ST/social work Professor Em eritus Tom  Roy.
In January they plan to m eet w ith a group o f  betw een eight and 10 UM  upper-division 
and graduate students in N ew  Orleans. Once there, they  will explore the social and environm ental 
causes and consequences o f  the disaster, visit affected areas and meet with com m unity leaders, 
scientists, engineers, recovery coordinators and environm ental leaders.
Saha said he hopes to “learn the lessons o f  th is type o f  disaster so that future ones can be 
prevented.” The group also will study who is involved in trying to shape the redevelopm ent and 
future o f the city, he said, particularly the evacuees and displaced residents.
However, the course is not focused on observation alone. It includes a service-learning 
experience w ith organizations such as the Natural Resource Defense Council, which is 
m onitoring the toxic contam ination, as well as the Deep South Center for Environm ental Justice
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and the United H oum a Nation.
W hen they return to M issoula, the students w ill share what they saw and did with the 
University comm unity. They m ight coordinate a fund-raiser for southern Louisiana, or another 
event or program , or even collaborate with another organization. Saha hopes this will m ove 
toward a long-term  partnership betw een UM  and com m unities in southern Louisiana.
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